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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication In this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 

States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed In the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an International application filed under the treaty defined In section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed In the United States 
only If the International application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty In the English language. 

2. Claims 1 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Turner, U.S. Pat. Appl. Pub. # 2002/0018050 A1 . 



Considering claims 1 and 7, Turner discloses a television system (paragraph [0002]) 
broadcasting apparatus comprising: 

a) the claimed housing is met by the combined housing for the Display 2 and BDR 4, 
Fig.1; 

b) the claimed controller contained in the housing and operative to provide control of the 
television apparatus, is inherent in television or display systems controlling the functions 
of the electronic device as a whole, since the system may not function properly without 
a controller of some sort. 
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c) a front panel array on an exterior of tine housing and connected to the controller, is 
met by the front panel display 6, Figs. 1 and 2a/b. (see Para. [0005]) 

d) a lighting device situated on the exterior of the housing and illuminating the front 
panel array, the lighting device connected to the controller and operative in conjunction 
with the controller to provide a plurality of illumination intensity levels, is met by the 
disclosure that "the front panel display 6 is provided with means to automatically dim the 
display 6" (Para. 0022); a light sensor can be located in the front panel display to allow 
adjustment of the display in response to the ambient lighting in the locality of the device 
(Para. 0023); and, "the brightness and/or illumination of the display is adjustable 
depending on the status of the device and/or ambient lighting in the locality of the 
device, ( see . Para. [0006] and [0015]). 

3. Claims 1 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Morykwas et al., U.S. Pat. 7,379,393. 

Considering claim 1 and 7, Morykwas discloses a timer device for use in an audio/visual 

presentation comprising: 

a) the claimed housing, is met by the housing 14 of a projector 12, Fig.1; 

b) the claimed controller contained in the housing and operative to provide control of the 
television apparatus, is inherent in television and/or display systems such as the 
projector system illustrated in Fig.1 controlling the functions of the electronic device as a 
whole, for the system may not function properly without a controller of some sort. 
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c) a front panel array on an exterior of the housing and connected to the controller, is 
met by the time tracking device 10, Fig.1 , comprising a control pad which controls the 
functions of the timer device, such as on/off, start, stop, pause, reset, mode, 
illumination , and time of day. (See, Abstract; col. 2, lines 43-65) 

d) a lighting device situated on the exterior of the housing and illuminating the front 
panel array, the lighting device connected to the controller and operative in conjunction 
with the controller to provide a plurality of illumination intensity levels, is met by the 
disclosure that the time tracking device 10 is equipped with a solar panel 28 on its 
surface which may be placed on the display 18 or control pad 24... (col. 4, lines 21-32) 
the time tracking device may be connect o the power circuitry of the projector alone or in 
combination with the solar panels (col. 5, line 41-50). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-4, 6, 8-10, 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Turner, U.S. Pat. Appl. Pub. # 2002/0018050 A1 . 
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Considering claims 2, 6, 8, and 12, Turner does not disclose "a single wire" connection. 
It appears Turner is using a conventional method of wiring. Nothing in Turner however 
precludes using such a method of connection particularly for the short distance. It 
would have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify the Turner reference by 
having a single wire connection for this short distance from the controller to the front 
panel, since applicant has not disclosed that having a single wire connection solves any 
stated problems or is for any particular purpose, and it appears that, for example, a two- 
wire connection would perform equally well. 

As to claims 3, 4,9,10, Turner does not specifically disclose the lighting device as 
comprising diodes and a light pipe. However, the examiner takes Official Notice in that 
it is notoriously well known in the art to utilize light emitting diodes (LED), light pipes, 
liquid crystal, etc. in a lighting device and, therefore, it would have been obvious to 
those with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
system of Turner by providing one of the LED, light pipe and liquid crystal according to 
the desired/required design of the device. 

6. Claims 5, 11, 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Turner, U.S. Pat. Appl. Pub. # 2002/0018050 A1 in view of Kim, U.S. Pat. 
6,999,059. 

Regarding claims 5 and 11, see the rejection of claim 13c below. 
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Considering claim 13, the claimed: 

a) providing a lighting device on a television apparatus, the lighting device operative to 
illuminate a front panel array of the television apparatus, is met by 

disclosure, "the front panel display 6 is provided with means to automatically dim the 
display 6" (Para. 0022), as well as a light sensor can be located in the front panel 
display to allow adjustment of the display in response to the ambient lighting in the 
locality of the device (Para. 0023); and, "the brightness and/or illumination of the display 
is adjustable depending on the status of the device and/or ambient lighting in the locality 
of the device (see. Para. [0006] and [0015]). 

b) detecting the presence of the lighting device upon initial startup of the television 
apparatus, is implied in the Turner system, since without detecting the presence of the 
lighting device on startup, the system may not operate if it is unable to detect the 
lighting device before utilizing the lighting device; 

except for; 

c) providing a light control menu to an on-screen control menu of the television 
apparatus when the lighting device has been detected, the light control menu allowing a 
user to select one of a plurality of light illumination intensity levels for the lighting device 

Turner discloses that the user can define the level of brightness and/or 
illumination using remote control means, control buttons on the display, BDR... (Para. 
0015). Turner does not specifically disclose an "on-screen" display or control "menu". 
However, OSD control menu using on-screen display to allow the user to adjust various 
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parameters of the display device is notoriously well known in the art. In that regard, 
Kim, e.g., discloses a display apparatus having an illuminator and method of controlling 
the same... in which electric power and/or luminous intensity of the illuminator is 
controlled through the OSD (abstract). Kim further teaches the OSD menu includes a 
luminous intensity adjustment item for the illuminator and the controller controls the 
illuminating inverter so as to adjust the luminous intensity of the illuminator when the 
luminous intensity adjustment item of the OSD menu is selected through the OSD input 
part (col. 1, lines 59-64). It would have been therefore obvious to those with ordinary 
sl<ill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the reference of Turner by 
providing the OSD menu taught by Kim to allow the user to adjust the brightness and/or 
illumination of the display (and other parameters) as suggested by Turner. Doing so 
would make the system of Turner easier to manipulate using, for example, a remote 
controller to adjust the desired parameter, the OSD makes 

As to claim 14, see rejection of claim 13 (a). 

Regarding claims 15 and 16, Turner does not disclose "a single wire" connection. It 
appears Turner is using a conventional method of wiring. Nothing in Turner however 
precludes using such a method of connection particularly for the short distance. It 
would have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify the Turner reference by 
having a single wire connection for this short distance from the controller to the front 
panel, since applicant has not disclosed that having a single wire connection solves any 
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stated problems or is for any particular purpose, and it appears that, for example, a two- 
wire connection would perform equally well. 



Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Bayramoglu et al. (6,289,466) discloses usage of monitor bezel buttons to control 
and indicate multimedia functions. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PAULOS M. NATNAEL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7354. The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh W. Tran can be reached on (571 )272-7564. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/PAULOS M. NATNAEL/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2622 
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